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SMM Ceremony Extends  
Sponsorship of Mercy Ships  
MAN Energy Solutions supports NGO's hospital ship operations 

At a signing ceremony at the SMM 2018 Marine Trade Fair in Hamburg, MAN 
Energy Solutions extended its partnership with Mercy Ships, international provider 
of charitable healthcare, for a further two years with an option to extend the 
agreement again at that time. Dr Uwe Lauber, CEO of MAN Energy Solutions, and 
Jens-Erik Engelbrecht, CEO and Chairman of Mercy Ships Denmark, represented 
their respective companies at the event at MAN Energy Solutions’ stand. 

As such, MAN Energy Solutions is continuing as sponsor of the ‘Africa Mercy’, the 
world’s largest, civilian hospital ship. Under the terms of the agreement, Mercy 
Ships will receive further spare-parts free of charge for the MAN installations 
aboard the Africa Mercy – worth a total of EUR 500,000 – divided over the two 
years leading up to December 31, 2020.  

Dr Lauber said: “We are delighted to continue our partnership with Mercy Ships 
and to support such a worthy cause that provides crucial medical treatment to 
some of the world’s most deprived people. MAN Energy Solutions’ support of the 
Africa Mercy is important as it reflects our sense of social responsibility and the 
ethical way we seek to do business.” 

Jens-Erik Engelbrecht said: “The extension of the agreement between MAN 
Energy Solutions and Mercy Ships supports and ensures the important work of 
powering our hospital ship, Africa Mercy. The professional day-to-day support and 
cooperation with MAN Energy Solutions to provide electricity and power is 
fantastic. The agreement releases substantial funds to help Mercy Ships bring 
hope and healing by providing free surgery to people in West Africa that have very 
little access to necessary medical care.”     

The Africa Mercy 

The Africa Mercy is a converted Danish rail ferry, built in 1980, and includes a fully 
equipped hospital with facilities for 400 volunteers that have their home on board. 
She is a fully operational sea-going vessel, and officially classed as a passenger 
ship.  

MAN Energy Solutions’ and Mercy Ships’ partnership started in 2010 with the 
delivery of 4 × MAN 5L21/31 GenSet engines at a favourable cost for the Africa 
Mercy. 

The relationship continued in 2014 when MAN Energy Solutions supplied services 
and training for the maintenance of the engines on board the hospital ship. At SMM 
2016, the parties entered a sponsorship agrement, since when MAN Energy 
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Solutions has delivered spare parts worth EUR 750.000 to the Africa Mercy free of 
charge. 

About Mercy Ships 

Mercy Ships uses hospital ships to deliver free, world-class health care services, 
capacity building and sustainable development to those without access to health 
care, and to reinforce medical capacity building in the area of health care. Founded 
in 1978 by Don and Deyon Stephens, Mercy Ships has worked in more than 70 
countries providing services valued at more than $1.2 billion, treating more than 
2.5 million direct beneficiaries. Professionals including surgeons, dentists, nurses, 
health care trainers, teachers, cooks, seamen, engineers, and agriculturalists 
donate their time and skills to the effort. Mercy Ships seeks to transform individuals 
and serve nations one at a time. 

Mercy Ships is headquartered in Texas and has 16 national offices distributed 
internationally, including Denmark. 

www.mercyships.dk 
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Pictured at the SMM signing ceremony at the MAN Energy Solutions stand: (right) Dr. Uwe 
Lauber, CEO, MAN Energy Solutions; and (left) Jens-Erik Engelbrecht, CEO and Chairman 
of Mercy Ships, Denmark 

 

The Africa Mercy at berth 

 

MAN Energy Solutions enables its customers to achieve sustainable value creation in the transition 
towards a carbon neutral future. Addressing tomorrow’s challenges within the marine, energy and 
industrial sectors, we improve efficiency and performance at a systemic level. Leading the way in 
advanced engineering for more than 250 years, we provide a unique portfolio of technologies. 
Headquartered in Germany, MAN Energy Solutions employs some 14,000 people at over 120 sites 
globally. Our after-sales brand, MAN PrimeServ, offers a vast network of service centres to our 
customers all over the world. 

 


